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Mr. Robert Bowden, Chief
Waste Manage me n^ D i v i s i o n
Emergency Response Section
U.S. E n v i r o n m e n t d 1 Protection Agency
llth Floor
2 3 0 S o u t h D e a r b o r n S t r e e t
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EPA Region 5 Records Ctr.

Re: I. J. R e c y c l 1 n g ,
TUDf 5-8601-02

Dear Mr. Bowden:

Ft. Wayne, Indiana 223930

On J a n u a r y 3 , 1986, the U . S . E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y
( U . S . E P A ) t a s k e d t h e T e c h n i c a l A s s i s t a n c e T e a m ( T A T ) t o i n -
v e s t i g a t e an o r g a n i c s o l v e n t spi l l a t t he I . Jones R e c y c l i n g ,
Inc . , f a c i l i t y i n F t . W a y n e , Ind iana. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n was
to a s s e s s t he need fo r a U . S . EPA Emergency R e m o v a l A c t i o n .
O n J a n u a r y 3 , 1986, T A T m e m b e r s T o m G a i n e r , D a v i d P y l e s , a n d
P a u l A r o n i a n a r r i v e d a t t h e I . J o n e s R e c y c l i n g fac i l i t y , l o c a -
ted a t 3 6 5 1 N. C l i n t o n S t r e e t , F t . W a y n e , Ind iana ( F i g u r e s )
a n d 2 ) . T h e T A T m e t w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f I . Jones R e c y -
c l i n g , Inc . , I nd iana S t a t e B o a r d o f H e a l t h ( I S B H ) , F t .
b a y n e / A l l e n C o u n t y H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t , a n d P o l l u t i o n C o n t r o l
S y s t e m s . I nc . ( P C S ) ( s e e A t t a c h m e n t A f o r a t t e n d a n c e l i s t ) .
Tr ie r e c o v e r y o p e r a t i o n s w e r e i n p r o g r e s s and t he s p i l l e d
m a t e r i a l had been c o n t a i n e d at the t ime of the a r r i v a l by the
T A T .

The f a c i l i t y had been out o f o p e r a t i o n fo r two y e a r s p r io r to
trie s p i l l . A s i t e a s s e s s m e n t had been c o n d u c t e d o f the d o r -
m a n t f a c i l i t y in M a r c h 1985 by the T A T . A t th is t ime, C o n -
t i n e n t a l W a s t e S y s t e m s w a s t h e propr ie tor . O n D e c e m b e r 2 1 ,
1 9 8 5 , I . Jones R e c y c l i n g s t a r t e d to heat B u i l d i n g B ( F i g u r e 2 )
in an., a t t e m p t to m a k e the f a c i l i t y o p e r a t i o n a l . On D e c e m -
ber 24, 1985, a p o r t i o n o f the b u i l d i n g ' s w a t e r - l o g g e d c e i l -
ing c o l l a p s e d as a d i r e c t r e s u l t o f the thaw. The f a l l e n de-
br is s h e a r e d the b o t t o m v a l v e o f f a 10,000 g a l l o n tank w i t h i n
the bu i l d i ng . The tank c o n t a i n e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 9,400 g a l l o n s
of Ink s o l v e n t s . F i ve t h o u s a n d to 6,000 ga l l ons of th is
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m a t e r i a l w e r e d i s c h a r g e d onto the concre te f loor before the
v a l v e was r e p a i r e d . The s p i l l e d l iquid f l o w e d out through 4
door l o c a t e d on the sou th s ide of Bu i ld ing B onto a c o n c r e t e
pad. The m a t e r i a l was in i t ia l ly con ta ined by an e x i s t i n g s ix
inch d i k e s u r r o u n d i n g t he pad. A d d i t i o n a l sand was add td t o
i m p r o v e the d i k e ' s c a p a c i t y and Integr i ty ; h o w e v e r , t he
c a p a c i t y o f the i m p o u n d m e n t was soon e x c e e d e d and the s p i l l e d
m a t e r i a l d i s c h a r g e d to the sou th and entered a s torm s e w e r t
I . J o n e s 1 e m p l o y e e s a n d D a v e C a m p e r m a n (Ft. W a y n e / A l l e n C o u n t y
H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t ) u n s u c c e s s f u l l y a t tempted to seal o f f t he
s e w e r e n t r a n c e to k e e p the sp i l l ed product f rom m ig ra t i ng o t f
s i t e . A p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 ,500 g a l l o n s o f spil l mater ia l en te red
tne s t o r m sewe r l o c a t e d near the entrance of . the fac i l i t y .

The s t o r m sewe r e x t e n d s 0 .5 m i l e s b e l o w ground and d i s c h a r g e s
in to an o p e n - f l o w r u n - o f f c h a n n e l (F igure 3) . The channe l is
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 to 10 f ee t In w i d t h and 1.5 mi les in length
and f l o w s t h r o u g h a r e s i d e n t i a l a rea and ci ty park pr ior to
d i s c h a r g i n g into the S t . J o s e p h R i v e r . The d i s c h a r g e po in t
i s l o c a t e d d o w n s t r e a m o f t he F t . W a y n e dr ink ing w a t e r i n take .
T h e r e are no k n o w n d r i n k i n g w a t e r w e l l s 1n the a rea .

I . J o n e s R e c y c l i n g c o n t r a c t e d P C S t o pe r fo rm c o n t a i n m e n t a n d
r e c o v e r y o p e r a t i o n s on the sp i l l ma te r ia l in the r u n - o f f
c n a n n e l on D e c e m b e r 25 , 1985 . PCS a r r i v e d on D e c e m b e r 26 ,
1985 , and i n s t a l l e d two u n d e r f l o w dams a c r o s s the c h a n n e l in
J o n n n y A p p l e s e e a P a r k . T h e f l o a t i n g produc t w a s then c o l l e c -
ted f r o m the s u r f a c e w i t h a v a c u u m t r uck . The c o n t r a c t o r a l -
so p l a c e d a b s o r b e n t p a d s , p i l l o w s , and booms ( i n c l u d i n g a
c a r b o n b o o m ) a t v a r i o u s p o i n t s a l ong t he channe l . A t t he
f a c i l i t y , sp i l l m a t e r i a l a n d a s s o c i a t e d c o n t a m i n a t e d w a t e r
w e r e p u m p e d in to o n - s i t e s t o r a g e t a n k s ( i n c l u d i n g t h e r e p a i r -
ed t a n k t h a t had been the s o u r c e of the sp i l l ) . A to ta l of
I d , C C O g a l l o n s o f sp i l l m a t e r i a l a n d a s s o c i a t e d w a t e r ( a p -
p r o x i m a t e l y 5 to 10S p r o d u c t ) was recove red . I t was f e l t
t h a t the ma jo r i t y o f the 1 ,500 ga l l ons o f spi l l m a t e r i a l
w f i i c n en te red t h e s t o r m s e w e r s y s t e m w a s r e c o v e r e d . S t a t e
h e a l t h o f f i c i a l s had c o l l e c t e d a sample o f wa te r f r o m the
c r e e k pr ior to c o n t a i n m e n t and a n a l y s i s I nd i ca ted m o d e r a t e
l e v e l s o f a s s o r t e d s o l v e n t s : methy l ethyl ke tone. b e n z e n e ,
to luene , x y l e n e , a n d methy l i s o b u t y l ke tone ( A t t a c h m e n t B ) .

F o l l o w i n g the d e s c r i b e d a c t i o n s per formed by PCS on D e c e m -
ber 2t>, 1985, PCS r e f u s e d to w o r k until guaran teed funds were
s e c u r e d by I . Jones R e c y c l i n g . The spill material rema ined
impounded 1n the r u n - o f f channe l for approx imate ly one w e e k .
On January 2, 1986, heavy ra ins caused both dikes to Breach,
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thus i r r e v e r s i b l y r e l e a s i n g the s p i l l material. The product
flowed down the run-off creek into the St. Joseph river where
1t flowed downstream under the frozen Ice cap. W i t h o u t know-
ledge of the secondary release, the ISBH submitted a Notice
of V i o l a t i o n to I. Jones R e c y c l i n g on January 3, 1986, re-
q u e s t i n g c l eanup of the impounded s p i l l material. I. Jones
R e c y c l i n g agreed to assume r e s o n s i b i 1 i t y and Issued a retain-
ing fee to PCS. On January 3, 1986, PCS mobilized a g a i n and
reconstructed the containment dike and placed absorbent pads
on the contained l i q u i d s (see photographs, Attachment C).

The TAT agreed that the response actions observed on Janu-
ary 3, 1986, were a d e q u a t e ; however, some of the response
a c t i o n s prior to that date could have been improved. Had the
f o l l o w i n g items been addressed, the extent of contamination
w o u l d have been greatly reduced:

o Better c o n t a i n m e n t efforts at the facility d u r i n g the
release to prevent discharge Into the sewer system;
and,

o The i m p o u n d e d s p i l l material should have been removed
i m m e d i a t e l y instead of standing for a week.

The f o l l o w i n g future a c t i o n s are recommended to a l l e v i a t e the
p o t e n t i a l for a d d i t i o n a l releases from the f a c i l i t y and to
p r o v i a e for an adequate cleanup of tfle present s p i l l :

o " A r e a s ot stained sediment and Ice should be removed
(scraped) from the run-off channel and stored/treated
on an i m p e r v i o u s d i k e d pad at I.Jones R e c y c l i n g ;

o The extent of c o n t a m i n a t i o n should be determined in
the run-off channel and any highly contaminated soils
removed;

o Government agencies should require I.Jones Recycling
to e s t a b l i s h a contingency p l a n for emergency actions,
i n c l u d i n g personnel t r a i n i n g and standby containment/
cleanup materia1s ;

o Construct a concrete curb with a gate around the seweV
Inlet point at the f a c i l i t y which could effectively
seal otf the sewer in the event of future releases and
contain the release on site;
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o Inspection of the b u i l d i n g structure by the city en-
gineer 1n l i g h t of the recent collapse of the c e i l -
ing;

*

o I nc rease tank f a r m con ta inmen t c a p a c i t y ;

o Immed ia te l y p r o c e s s R C R A permi ts fo r I .Jones R e c y c l i n g
so tha t they may t rea t the c leanup mater ia l and the
w a s t e s w h i c h have been s tored there for the pas t two
y e a r s ; and,

o No new w a s t e s h o u l d be a c c e p t e d at I .Jones R e c y c l i n g
unt i l there has been a 75S reduc t ion of their p r e s e n t
i n ven tory .

The s t a t e and coun ty h e a l t h o f f i c i a l s wi l l con t inue to m o n i -
tor the c l e a n u p a c t i v i t i e s and p r o c e s s star t -up a t the f a c i l -
i ty.

I f you s h o u l d h a v e any q u e s t i o n s or comments or require a d d i -
t i ona l i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e do not h e s i t a t e to cal l .

Very truly yours,

h ROY F. W E S T O N , INC.

Tom Gainer
E n v i r o n m e n t a l Engineer

S c o t t a.
T e c h n i c a l A s s i s t a n c e T e a m
L e a d e r , R e g i o n V

T G : a p

E n c l o s u r e
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FIGURE 1
SITE LOCATION MAP

I. JONES RECYCLING

3651 N. CLINTON ST.

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA r
N

SOURCt U.6.C..S TOMOGHAPHIC MAP



SPILL PATHWAY

FIGURE 2

SITE MAP

I. JONES RECYCLING

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

SOURCE: LOUQHEED A ASSOCIATES. INC.
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SPILL PATHWAY

I. JONES RECYCLING

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA



ATTACHMENT A

A T T E N D A N C E LIST FOR THE I.JONES
R E C Y C L I N G , INC. SPILL RESPONSE



A T T E N D A N C E LIST
R E C Y C L I N G , INC.

FT. W A Y N E
J ANUARY

FOR THE I.JONES
SPILL RESPONSE
I N D I A N A

3, 1986

Bob Moran
Indi a n a State Board
(317) 633-0682

of Health

Dave Camperman
Ft. W a y n e / A l l e n
(219) 428-7108

County Health Dept.

Skip V a n d e r b e r g - M a n a g i n g Spill Response
Randy Fetcher-PIant Engineer
I.Jones R e c y c l i n g , Inc.
(219) 482-8422

Pol l u t i o n Control Systems, Inc.-Cleanup Contractor
(219) 637-3137

Tom Ga ine r
D a v e P y l e s
Paul A ron1an
T e c h n i c a l A s s i s t a n c e T e a m
( 3 1 2 ) 4 9 8 - 9 0 9 0



A T T A C H M E N T B

A N A L Y S E S FROM RUN-OFF CKEEK WATER
I.JONES RECYCLING



A N A L Y S E S FROM R U N - O F F C R E E K W A T E R
BY THE I N D I A N A STATE BGAKU OF H E A L T H
I.JONES R E C Y C L I N G . FT. W A Y N E I N D I A N A

D E C E M B E R 26, 1985

Component

Be nzene

Methyl Ethyl Ketone

Methyl Isobutyl Ketone

To!uene

E thy 1 benzene

Kethylene C h l o r i d e

Concentration jppbj

40,000

10.000

2,500

1,000

200

40

Sour ce: Telephoned results from personal communication
ISBH on 1-3-86.



A T T A C H M E N T C

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE
J O N E S R E C Y C L I N G . INC., SPILL RESPONSE
FT. W A Y N E , I N U I A N A . JANUARY 3, 1986



1,2,3. Remains of impounded spill material on concrete pad adjacent
to Huildinq B '."acini) Building A (East-SE). Spill flowed over
concrete dike- (near people's feet) around the far corner of
the parked trailers (ritjht side) into sewer inlet. I. Jones
Kecyclinn, 1/1 IKS, 1710. Photographer: D. Pyles.
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8. Runoi'f channel w i t h
dark l iquid immediately
03i.t of Parr.* 11 Aw. a
first dike in Johnny /<p-
pleseed Park. I. Jones
Recycling, 1 3-'6u, J7.J5.
Piiotographer: D. t'yies.

i. R u r i o f f chdj. 'ic-] fac in i j
oast wito f i r s t ^nc second'
•iikos (second di!:t undur
reconstructior, w i t n Lack-
irioc.') in Johriny Ar^plf-seuc]
f-ark. Product vacuum
skimmer in front of f irst
dike(not oporatinq thon) .
I. Jones Pecyclin<j, '.
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TAT EMERGENCY RESPONSE,
REMOVAL AND PREVENTION

Q COMPLETE
C INTERIM

RFSPONSE'
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oFORMAL REPORT
B LETTER REPORT
O FORMAL BRIEFING
D OTHER (SPECIFY)

X. COST TOD ATE: lli£_Lî l_D ATE: _LIL!

1. TOTAL COST TO CLOSURE.

3C. ACTUAL TOTAL HOURS:

DPO ACTION: CACCEPTED D ACCEPTED WITH EXCEPTIONS D REJECTED

'MENTS.

I CERTIFY THAT THE ATTACHED MATERIALS MEET AND COMPLY WITH ALL
REQUIREMENTS OF THE SUBJECT TDD.

(TATL SIGNATURE)
\

7. DATE:

I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I HAVE BEEN PROVIDED WITH THE MATERIALS AND
SERVICES SPECIFIED IN THE SUBJECT TDD WITHIN ITS ORIGINAL OR
REVISED TIME FRAMES.

t. DATE:

(AUTHORIZING DPO SIGNATURE)

un c«»r
0*0 Cmr <Vr<*« kr TATL. ft̂ l*c.

- H*»Q Ctn

ur <*mr*t*». 0 C-|
0»O On|«« (Un'fM* kf T»T\J RFW 381-6-64


